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New Poll Shows the Public Largely in Favor of Alternatives to Prison and Jail as a 

Response to Nonserious Offenses 
 
The National Council on Crime and Delinquency (NCCD) has just released the results of a public opinion 
poll on attitudes toward nonserious, nonviolent, nonsexual crime and the appropriate sanctions in such 
cases. Across most demographic groups, the public feels that alternatives to prison and jail benefit society 
rather than hurt it.  
 
Some of the key poll results are as follows: 
 

 
• Eight in ten (77%) adults believe the most appropriate sentence for nonviolent, nonserious 

offenders is supervised probation, restitution, community service, and/or rehabilitative services; if 
an offender fails in these alternatives, then prison or jail may be appropriate. 

 

  
• Over three-quarters (77%) believe alternatives to incarceration do not decrease public safety.  



• More than half (55%) believe alternatives to prison or jail decrease costs to state and local 
governments.  

• US adults more often think alternatives to incarceration are more effective than prison or jail time 
at reducing recidivism (45% vs. 38%).  

• Respondents cited a variety of reasons they believe justify sending fewer people to prison or jail, 
including expense, overcrowding (danger to guards, danger to inmates), the ability of proven 
alternatives to reduce crime, and the fairness of the punishment relative to the crime. 

 

  

  
The poll was conducted by Zogby International in April, 2009. The margin of error is +/- 3.1 percentage 
points. 
 
Barry Krisberg, President of NCCD, is available to comment on these poll results. He can be reached at 
510-208-0500 x311, bkrisberg@aol.com  
 
This report is available on NCCD’s website at: http://www.nccd-
crc.org/nccd/pubs/2009_focus_nonserious_offenders.pdf 
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